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Investigating Our History 

      Unit 1 - Native Americans         Unit 4 - Events Leading to the Revolution  

      Unit 2 - The Age of Exploration       Unit 5 - Revolutionary War 

      Unit 3 - Colonization         Unit 6 - Foundations of U.S. Government  

Unit 1 will take a look at the different Native American cultures as well as how the explorers interact-

ed with the Native Americans. Students will read to answer questions such as; In what ways did Na-

tive Americans use their environment for their survival? How did the Native Americans change and 

adapt to their environment?  

Unit 2 students will learn about the many different explorers who arrived in what is now known as 

North America. Students will identify reasons for exploration and factors that made exploration chal-

lenging. Students will search for answers to questions such as; What were key events that lead to the 

exploration and settlement of the Americas? What were the goals of the North American Explorers? 

What were the results of the interactions between the Europeans and the Native American peoples? 

Each of these units are aligned with the Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum and is designed to teach 

students basic social studies skills through the integration of reading, writing, listening and speaking. During 

each unit, there will be opportunities for you to be involved in what your child is learning. We encourage you 

to take these opportunities as you are an important member of your child’s educational team. 

Unit 3 will look at the influences that Native Americans and early colonists had on each other and the 

way that those interactions impacted each society. Students will focus on questions such as; How did 

self-rule impact early colonization of the new world? What were the motives for migration of Europe-

an settlers to the New World? How did the diverse culture of settlers affect Native Societies in the 

New World? How did the environment influence lifestyles in Colonial America? will be the focus for 



Unit 6 will take a look at the foundations of the U.S. Government. Students will focus on questions 

such as; How is democracy beneficial when forming a government? How does separation of power 

represent democratic principles? What is the value of teamwork? These questions will lead students to 

learn about the concepts of point of view, adaptation, interdependence, and relationships.  

Unit 5 will investigate the people, places, and events of the Revolutionary War. Students will focus on 

questions such as; What characteristics make a leader? How do beliefs effect choices? How did the 

Revolutionary War change our country? Students will learn about concepts such as; revolution, con-

flict, commitment. 

Unit 4 will investigate the events that led to the American Revolution. Students will be actively in-

volved in answering questions such as; How does the conflict cause change? What are the key events 

that lead to the Revolution? How does the government affect people’s actions?  

As your child learns throughout the school year, encourage them to share 

what they are learning with you. 

We look forward to working with you this school year. 

Thank you for supporting our social studies program. 


